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INFORMATION FROM AROUND THE BRANCH
There is now more information on some of the events mentioned in the January Newsletter. Also, I’ve had a few updates from local teachers or group leaders about planned activities in their areas. Where I’ve not had any updates I’m repeating the details I was given previously – please get 
in touch if any of this information is no longer accurate.
And best wishes to everyone for a return to a sort of dancing normality. Keep safe and dance happily.
Alison Jackson, Branch Secretary
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WEST WALES

Pat Rye’s class:
Village Hall in Houghton every Monday in term-time at 7:00 pm.
Contact: Pat Rye ryedp@hotmail.com
_____________
Heather Davies’s class:
Wednesday evenings 7-9pm in Uzmaston Hall for a beginners/intermediate class. We also meet some Fridays for social dancing.
Negative LFT required.
Contact Heather8.davies@gmail.com or 07970772684
______________

Jean Elliott’s class:
Meets weekly in Narberth on Thursdays from 7:30 – 10:00 pm.
Contact: Jean Elliott jean.ell1@btinternet.com
_____________
Trevor McCrory’s group:
On 9 February Trevor sent me the following message:
Please note that Llanrhian Scottish Country Dancing has finished. 
With great sadness. 
David & Trevor
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SOUTH CENTRAL AND MID-WALES



SWANSEA
St Andrew’s Club on Wednesdays at the Scout Hut, Swansea
Jim Proudfoot has also provided some suggestions for re-starting the popular Swansea Saturday dances on the third Saturday of the month. On 11 March he sent out the following message: 
St Andrews SCD Club in Swansea is considering restarting its Saturday dances. To this end, we propose running a dance on Saturday 21st May 2022, to try to gauge whether or not there is support across the area for the regular diet of dances we used to hold. We would be grateful if you would bring this to the attention of dancers you think might be interested. It would be useful (but not essential) to know who might be thinking of attending. Please also let us know if you cannot attend on the 21st May, but would be interested in future dances. (If there is reasonable interest, we are also considering running another one this season, on 18th June.)
The timings to book the Scout & Guide HQ hall have changed under their new regime. We can now book it 1.00-5.00 or 5.30-9.30. (There is a ½-hour changeover / tidy up period between sessions.) Thus, we could have an afternoon dance, say 2.00-5.00 or an evening one, which would have to start earlier than we used to, say 6.30-9.30. Clearly, earlier start times (and a consequent longer session) would be possible, but would it make it more inconvenient for you, to get to us earlier? Our own views, within the Club, are split - we can see advantages and disadvantages with both! Again, if you are interested in coming, either in May or more generally, please let us know which you would prefer.
With the increase in the Hall rental, the proposed cost, initially, has to be £3 - clearly, this will have to be reviewed for future seasons, when we see what support there is. We are not intending holding a raffle (who cheered?) so there should be no additional “hidden” costs or lost dancing time.
We will have a short break, when we will provide tea / coffee / squash and maybe even biscuits (!) but we are not proposing a full-blown “shared supper”. You are, however, welcome to bring any refreshment you wish for yourselves. 
Hopefully, by then, the problems of COVID will be distant enough for us to survive with just good ventilation and hand sanitisation as precautions.
Contact: Jim & Jan Proudfoot jimnjan@ntlworld.com

______________

PORT TALBOT
This group meets on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 pm in the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church Hall, Port Talbot SA13 1PQ
Contact Ann Morgan a_e_morgan@lineone.net or Tony Harland anthony.harland@anthonyh102.plus.com

_________________

BRECON
The Brecon group was re-starting tentatively in the autumn, but at that stage was not encouraging new members. I have had no further update.
Contact: Peter Brock pbrock14@yahoo.com

_________________


BUILTH WELLS SCOTTISH DANCE GROUP
Scilla Allaway wrote to me on 10 March: Sadly it looks like we are going to have to formally close our dance group due to lack of members. Our average age was rising even before ‘covid’ so, after 2 years of no dancing, many people have now called it a day.
Somewhere, buried in our constitution, it suggests that any money left in our bank account should be donated to a South Wales youth dance group. Does any such organisation exist? I don’t think I’ve ever heard of one. Otherwise we will have to think again!
Kind regards Scilla, Secretary
Contact: Scilla Allaway scilla.allaway@btinternet.com
I’ve suggested scholarship funding for young dancers to attend Summer School. Does anyone have other ideas to put to Scilla and the group? Alison



CELTIC LINKS – COMBINED GROUP
Gwenda Dinsdale has set up a group for dancers who wish to be challenged and who are willing to travel. This has attracted about 10-12 dancers from all parts of our Branch and has taken place three times so far, with a further session planned for Sunday 20 March at 12:00 in the Community Hall in Garndiffaith.
Generally, and depending on hall availability etc., Gwenda aims to run this about every 4-6 weeks. The usual venue is the Community Hall in Hirwaun, on a Sunday between 12:00 and 2:30.
If you’re interested in attending please contact Gwenda.
Contact: Gwenda Dinsdale
01874676277 or (for texts only) 07837320372
gwendadinsdale@talktalk.net
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SOUTH-EAST WALES
VALE OF GLAMORGAN:
Since October Lyn Wilson has organised monthly dance sessions on a Saturday (usually 11:00 – 2:00) at the Community Hall in Wenvoe.
Further dates are: 9 April, 14 May,11 June, 9 July, 13 Aug, 10 Sept, 8 Oct, 12 Nov, 10 Dec.
Contact Lyn Wilson: lynpennant@yahoo.co.uk
____________
CARDIFF CALEDONIAN SOCIETY:
Monday evening dancing re-started in early September and has continued weekly since. 8:00 – 10:00 pm at the Scout Hall in Whitchurch. Risk assessment in place, LFT required.
Contact Conor Farmer for further details 07812 569744, conorfarmer52@googlemail.com
____________

CARDIFF – WHITCHURCH TUESDAY CLASS:
This mixed ability class also re-started on a weekly basis in early September. Tuesdays 7:45 – 9:45 pm in the Scout Hall in Whitchurch. Numbers have held up well, with one or two new dancers joining. All welcome. LFT required
Contact Alison Jackson 07811 082510
jacksonaj@talktalk.net




BRANCH EVENTS PLANNED FOR THE REST OF THIS YEAR 

Please note that flyers containing detailed information about the ball and the residential weekend have already been sent out to all members. Further copies are attached to the covering e-mail with this newsletter or in a print version. Further information on the festival will be sent out in due course.

S Wales Annual Ball, Saturday 23 April 2022, 7:00 pm for 7:30 pm, at the Paget Rooms, Penarth CF64 3EG
Music by Nicol McLaren and the Glencraig Band

Tredegar House Festival, Newport, weekend of 7-8 May
We are hoping to put together a team of dancers to take part in a small demonstration of Scottish Country Dancing. We are going to be on the programme on Sunday 8 May, but we don’t yet have exact time slots. Alison will be in touch by e-mail about arrangements for practice sessions, etc.

S Wales Dance Festival, Saturday 25 June 2022
Open-air dancing in the afternoon at the Brecon Beacons Mountain Centre; evening dance at Sennybridge Community Hall

Residential Weekend at the Castle Hotel, Llandovery
Friday 21 October – Sunday 23 October 2022
First come first served, so contact Conor as soon as possible

BRANCH CONTACT DETAILS
Chair: Conor Farmer, tel 07812 569744   conorfarmer52@googlemail.com
Secretary: Alison Jackson, tel. 07811 082510    jacksonaj@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Pat Rye, tel. 01646 698463   ryedp@hotmail.com
Website Manager: Fran Smith
fran@rscds-southwales.org.uk;   www.rscds-southwales.org
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